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“ Reform, Protest and Reaétion . Ay 


t Intro. Mr. S. has set me an exacting taske 
Where BEGIN? 1260 an obvious besides conventional - watershed: 
Ind. Bev. George III; & start of Namier's 'Structure.e.'; 
Polit. careers of Je Wigkes & Ed. Burke; 
Econmomic crisis. & American crisis at end of 7 Years' War. 


Whre END? 1800. Only #-way thru French Wars; but on eve of Treaty 
of Amiens. Also only 4-way thru lst phase of Indust. Rev. 
George III still had 20 yrs; but only 10 before he’ Yetired. 
Sut 2 of our pricipals - Wilkes & Burke - died only 3 yrs before. 
End of active phase of wartime Radicalism with virtual demise o 
L.c.S. And lst national Census in 1801. 


Of my THREE themes REFORM the major one & other TWO will be related to it. 


I. Reform 
= Parl. Retore ‘movement: in 5 ain stages. 
Ns 


Xx Common issue: Unrepresentative nature of ‘Unreformed' Parliament. 
( Limited Franchise: , 14,000 voters Op e_of.-¢..—7-m-(.1790)me 
Taeet anos ;-aae meet Counties$ Bee sta Pl 
‘Abuses'!s Rotten oe cket Boro's3; Excessive influence or?” 
Anomalies: Cornwall Vv. London or Yorkshire” = 
Virtual exclusion of growing cities: Brum, Manche 
Survival of ancient tradition in determing WHO 
Ed usican J LIMP nad, urban, VOLE Ae 4 Dis nly «BC, 
The *roponents of Reform:” County gefitry; disgruntled aristocrats; 
Merchants & manufacturers (with Ind./\ev.) 
‘Lower orders' who had virt. no represent'n 
at alle Prvttihiw Disse - he? 
1. Phase 1 . An ‘aristocratic’ phases [My Jjo mA hior/, § 


Challenge to WALPOLE over (a) Septennial acti *finf Ping voice a 
in 1734. (b) Placemen & Bincouveas ie Oetnen a : 
“The challengers? Parliamentary Oppositisy ers. auth. ory 

Result: Nile ee —— 


2 obese 
2. Phase 2. Challenge of 'Middling' classes - merchants m Of Londoy, 


v 
In 1750s = early 1760s, City of London, allied with William Pitt 
against Crown & Old Whigs, made 2 new demands: r 
A ‘more equal representationk;of the people'/(méaning 4 
An end_to aristo 874 n Boroughse 
Rx also for first Lie renee LEP eee EO Nation 'withoutedoors'! 
(what Lucy Sutherland ‘called birth of City Radicalism) 
Voiced in City by Ld Mayor Wm. Beckford in March 1961. 


3.PHase 3.6 More important contribution was that made by 
John Wilkes, which consid. expehdéd the frontiers of the 
Radical Reform movment. 


art editor of N. Briton. 'libel' of 1763. 
To e ssay on Woman. Exile 2 yrse 
Returfi 1708; NE Tor Mia MP for Middlesex. Pop. jubilation. 


King's Bench Prison. Exclusion. 3 times re-elcted. Supporterg St Bigh} 
Seating of Luttrell in his place. Petitions of 1769f Mle ior 
supported by Rockinghams (Burke) & Chatam. 60,000 sigs. 


No dice. 7 ; 
Relgése from prison April 1770. City corsbPiMhtigrnG A *shBMBEgr/1772« 
In 1774 Ld Mayor. & took seat for Middlsex | 
Importance of Wilkes & Wilkite movement 
(1) Gen Warrants declared illegal. 
(2) Rights of Electors v. ‘tyranny! of He. of Commonse 
(3) Printers' Case & right to publish Parl. debates (Hansard)., 
+ (Parl. BRoE (4) ‘Instructions of MPs. 
5) Beographical extension of London's Radical movment; and 
(6) Social _extensio beyond Beckford's 'Middling sort! to Ubieinw, 
cra tonen, Seelvet iors and km city poore =a 


Reform (cont.) e 


4, Phase 4. A second taristocratic' phase. 


Started by Christ. WYVILL, Yorks parson. Yorkshire Association. 
Petition of 8,000 sigs to Parl. in Feb. 1780. 
Prfented by Sir Geo. Savile, MP Yorks & leading Rockingham Whig. 
Its terms: (1) 'Economicalt reform by abolition sinecures & 'tundeserv= 
ed' Placemen. 
(2) (more hesisantly) Annuak (or Triennial) Parliaments. 
and (3) More equal Representation. 
Yorkshiremen won support: 
1) among gentry, anxious for more ‘qual rep'n' in favour of counti 
Associations formed in a doz. counties. = 
2) Rockingham Whigs, anxious to curb 'the influence of the Cryon' 
by abolishing Placemen. : . 
3) Shelburne Whigs (successors tole Pian HERES Hast Gahs 
a more ‘equal represnetaion' and Shorter Parliaments. 
4.) Small group of 'Revolutionaries’in London, led by Dr. John 
Webb, who wan ed Male Adult Suffrage & a 'People's Parliament'. 
Briefly, Jebb & Radicals led the field & Ctt set up in Westminster 
(nom. representing all the groups), with Fox in the Chair. 
In May called for (later) Six Points of the People's Charter. 
But alliance short lived & = axkxaner broke up. what 


rried<the day for 
eeforn’ td.etrb the 
dy prepafed by DUNNI 8 


Why the break-up? : ‘ 
(1) Deep divisions among partners gow Qriiswernn t Ry'y Lt i Urim- Kev. leg p- 
(2) Gordon Riots in London June 1780: scared M/C Radicals away from 
any further thoughts of 'popular' reforme Jw neyh 25 Yim 


But ONE tangible result: 
Rockingham program of ‘economical’ Reform to curb ‘growing influence 


of CROWN ' was salvaged. DUNNING's motion on April 1780 on ‘growing 
influence’ prepared tpe waye 
/+ 3 Bills passed in 1782: 
(1) Clark's exclyidhg Gov. Contractors; 
(2) Crewe's /disenfranchising Revenue Officers; and 
(3) BURKE's preducing no. of Pensioners. 
After that, & after Fox-North Coalition of 1783 a Arther split 
among Rarix Reformers: / | 
Wyvill's Yorkshiremen & Wilkite Radicals rally to Pitt Younger 


ane 


against '‘unprincipled' Fox; and pitt ‘abandons Peform after 179k , /p 
5. Last phase belongs to_French Wars. Fox returns to Reform; [rt Dissnken (Y 


London craftsmen take jntiative ih Lond Corresponding Socie 
en). fe eas Corce-hoibby «fbr faze [per i vaa) 


6. Brief Digression on Burke as Reformere 
Best known for his-speeches on America, India, Ireland, which won 
him repugation as a.Liberal. as thonew vide Tt 


and ou. tf, 
Most imporatant perhaps was his contribution to Parl. Reform. (fhough 
it did not appeal to Sir Lewis Namier).e 
Constant theme as Reoek paps ou ence grise from ce 1765:, 
Strengthen Parliaméen aes ecERET a einee— 
cf. (1) His cautious support for Wilkes against George III (Pet& of 1769 
(2) Thoughts on the.Causes of the Present Discontents (1770); 
cane he argued for 2-party system; 
B: (3) ‘Economical! reform -- nothing else - in 1780-2.° 
BUT -turned against all further Reform with French Revolution of 1789; 


& de a Tory in. 1797. 
Was he consistent? As a defender of Aristocratic Element in Constitu- 


me YES; bt as 0 MBERAR 9 « Rofo ree, 


eee 


aos boa aay Vo 


II. Popular Protest (This will have to be brief) 


1. In this context, who were the 'Peoplet2,,,Who.ere the 'Protesters'? 


In countryside, freeholders, labourers “few ‘peasants! after 1760); weavers, 
: ‘N 
minerSe 


In towns, craftsmen, journeymen, porters, servants etc. 
But no Working Class until after Indust. Rev. (EPT starts his 'making' about 


1780). Ke & 443) 
2. Types of protest:“In country<food riots; enclosures; Militia; le 
industrial disputes over wages. All these a-politicalx-before 1790s geey- 
A.In towns, riots, evel jf not directly politicsl, 
~—"were touched by agittion of skkmx political groups. 
Various issues: Mast important were 
over Religion; er Parliamanentar ieee 
(1) Of first (Religion) ,Riots mare, £ Church in Sacheverel 
Riots of 1769; (bd) against Methodists as at Exeter in 1745 
and (c0 the most violent & tumultuous of all: the 
Gordon Riots against Roman Catholics in London In 1780. 
None of these can be called riots in favour of Reform and 
anixnone had any measurable results. 
but (2) More directly political and more successful 
were Reform Riots, where crowds in the streets most often 
in alliance with Common Council of the City of London: 
2 Outstanding examples: 
(1) Excise riots against Walpole in 1733; antxsmezakie 
and (above all) (2) 'Wilkes & Liberty!' of 1763, and again in 1 68-9, and 
1771-4. With results ...noted above. 
But 2 things to note about these riots: 


(1) Protesters 'from below! were mixture of freeholders (Mide), 
craftsmen, small masters & journeymen in streets of City of 
London & Wetsminster}; 

(2) Initiative in hands of Beckford's 'Men of the Middling Sort! 

-~ Wilkes & his associates in the City - who held the reins. 


3. Big Change in Reform movement of 1790s, due to influence of both 
French & Industrial Revolutions. 
(i) Influence of first - thru' writings of Tom Paine - was to bring 
to the forefront of debate 1 single issue: Male Adlu Suffrage. 
(ii) Influence of second was to pugk involve in pop. Reform movement 
induste workers of North: inthe first place the 'mechanics' of 
Sheffield.ce 
and (iii) A third result was the intiative taken by London's craftsmen 
Gmcutessth* lst working men's plotical association. 
III. And pee 


f time permits] REACTION. (meaning the antithesis of Reform) 
There were 


possible contenders: 
(1) George III's ‘personal government! & revfsion to reign of Charles ITI 
(as claimed by @1d Whigs); : : 
(2) An ‘aristocratic reaction' against King & People (a8 x¥Be ea! bf estes 
(3) The prolonged battle of King & Parliament against Wilkes te, 
(4) The EE ReenE to repeal Gatnelae Relief thru DESEaea Hesterot-bggoes, © 
& (5) The best-known paebaee res - the Tory 'regation' under Pitt 
against not only Radicals bu 'Syert’ Reform in war-years 1794 onwardse 
For mygYef I don't think any of the first 4 contenders can be really — 
treated as 'reaction' or ‘putting the clock back! 7U,O Of 
Only the 5th contender - Pitt's 'reaction'of the 1790s ‘= seems to me 
to deserve the ti he: But, you may well wish to dispute this. If 
50, please se’ "aR AE questions. 


And, by all means as Be feet one on such other matters, as Pol ccimat 


. . Nonconconformity, have been unable Llang? 
todo 


“Wftere include in this talke 


Bara Soaa =e 


